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ALTERATION TO THE DATES OF LOCAL INQUIRIES FOR PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES IN THE METROPOLITAN COUNTY OF WEST YORKSHIRE

1.
On 19 January 2005, the Boundary Commission for England announced that there would be two local inquiries under the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 into their provisional recommendations for parliamentary constituency boundaries in West Yorkshire. One inquiry, to be held in Wakefield, would cover the constituencies in the Borough of Kirklees and the Cities of Leeds and Wakefield, and the other inquiry, to be held in Bradford, would cover the constituencies in the City of Bradford.

2. At the time of the announcement, the Commission stated that, in the event of a general election being held on 5 May 2005, the local inquiry to be held in Wakefield would be postponed from 18 April 2005 to 27 June 2005 and the local inquiry to be held in Bradford would be postponed from 28 April 2005 to 7 July 2005. Following the recent announcement that a general election is to be held on 5 May 2005, the Commission have decided to adopt the alternative inquiry dates. A formal notice of the new dates will be published in local newspapers on 14 April 2005. All interested organisations and individuals will be informed directly of the new arrangements.

3. The two inquiries are to be run independently of each other, and no representation will be considered at one inquiry, which relates to the other inquiry. Nor will submissions in respect of constituencies in the Borough of Calderdale be considered at either inquiry, where the Commission have made final their provisional recommendations.

Kirklees, Leeds and Wakefield Inquiry

4.
The inquiry will be held by the Assistant Commissioner, Miss Frances Patterson QC. It will open on:-

MONDAY 27 JUNE 2005 at 9.30am in the COUNCIL CHAMBER,

COUNTY HALL, WOOD STREET, WAKEFIELD

5.
The timetable for the inquiry will be as follows:-

Monday 27 June

6.
The morning and early afternoon of this day have been set aside so that the evidence in support of the submission from Wakefield City Council may be put before the Assistant Commissioner. The late afternoon has been set aside for Kirklees Borough Council. Those with an interest in these submissions should ensure their attendance during this period.
Tuesday 28 June and Wednesday 29 June

7.
Tuesday morning has been set aside so that the evidence in support of the submission from Leeds City Council may be put before the Assistant Commissioner. Tuesday afternoon and the whole of Wednesday 29 June has been set aside so that the evidence in support of the submission from the Labour Party may be put before the Assistant Commissioner. Those with an interest in these submissions should ensure their attendance during this period.
Thursday 30 June and Friday 1 July
8.
The whole of Thursday and the morning of Friday 1 July have been set aside so that the evidence in support of the submission from the Conservative Party may be put before the Assistant Commissioner. Those with an interest in this submission should ensure their attendance during this period. Friday afternoon has been set aside for any other organisation or person wishing to give evidence to the Assistant Commissioner in respect of the constituencies in the Borough of Kirklees and the Cities of Leeds and Wakefield, whether it is to support the Commission’s proposals, to make alternative proposals or to make statements of objection.

Monday 4 July

9.
The inquiry will not be sitting.

Tuesday 5 July

10.
This day has been set aside to hear the closing submissions of Wakefield City Council, the Conservative Party and the Labour Party and any other organisation which has called a series of witnesses. The inquiry is expected to close on this day.

Bradford Inquiry

11.
The inquiry will be held by the Assistant Commissioner, Mr Peter Birts QC. It will open on:-

THURSDAY 7 JULY 2005 at 9.30am in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

CITY HALL, BRADFORD

Enquiries

12.
Should you require further information about the inquiries or the Commission’s review of the constituencies in West Yorkshire please write to the Boundary Commission for England, PO Box 31060, London SW1V 2FF or telephone, fax or e-mail the Commission’s Secretariat:-


Telephone:
020 7533 5174 or 020 7533 5135


Fax:

020 7533 5176


E-mail:

chris.ault@ons.gov.uk

13.
The Internet version of this news release and other documents concerning the review are available on the Commission’s web site at http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/
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