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The Commission will be holding local inquiries in April 2005 into their proposals for the parliamentary constituencies in four of the five West Yorkshire boroughs and are, today, announcing their final recommendations for parliamentary constituencies in the Borough of Calderdale. 

Bradford

A local inquiry will be held which will commence on 28 April 2005.

Calderdale

The Commission confirm their provisional recommendations as their final recommendations.

Kirklees, Leeds and Wakefield

A local inquiry will be held which will commence on 18 April 2005.

Provisional recommendations

1.
The Commission’s provisional recommendations for West Yorkshire were published in local newspapers on 23 September 2004 and representations about those proposals could be made to the Commission until 29 October 2004. As a result of the representations received, local inquiries will be held in four of the five boroughs in the county whilst in Calderdale the Commission will not be making further proposals and have decided to adopt their provisional recommendations as their final recommendations.

2.
Details about each borough or group of boroughs are set out in pages 4 to 6 of this news release.
Local inquiries

3.
Where a local inquiry is to be held, details of the date and venue of the inquiry are given, together with the name of the Assistant Commissioner who will be conducting the local inquiry.

4.
The inquiries will be held in public and any interested person, whether a supporter of, or objector to, the Commission's proposals may attend and be heard. The Commission would urge all interested parties to attend and make their views known.  It should not be assumed that the inquiry will only discuss those matters raised in representations submitted during the representation period allowed nor that the Commission's provisional recommendations will remain unchanged.

5.
On many occasions, following consideration of the evidence submitted at the inquiry and the Assistant Commissioner's report, the Commission have revised their recommendations. While the Commission will always invite written representations in respect of any revised recommendations they might publish, all interested parties should be aware that they may not be able to state their case at a further inquiry, as a further inquiry will only rarely be held.

6.
The Commission have today issued statements about the review in the boroughs where an inquiry is to be held. The statements outline the statutory background to the review, describe the Commission’s provisional recommendations for the area, give the reasons for their proposals, and briefly describe the objections made about the proposals. Summaries of the representations made about each area are also being issued today.

7.
Formal notice of the local inquiries will be published on 27 January 2005 in local newspapers circulating in the affected constituencies.

Final recommendations

8.
In Calderdale, where the Commission have decided on their final recommendations, the proposed new constituencies are illustrated in outline on a sketch map which forms part of this news release (please note the copyright warning on page 7 and on the map). The numbers on the map refer to the borough wards which are listed later in this document. This list shows the wards for the Borough of Calderdale and the 2000 ward electorates on which the Commission are required, by law, to work.

9.
All the wards mentioned are the new wards which came into effect at the local government elections on 10 June 2004.  

10.
When the Commission have completed their general review of the whole country, they will submit a report to the Secretary of State with their recommendations for the whole country, including their final recommendations for West Yorkshire. 

Implementation of the recommendations 

11.
The Secretary of State has a statutory duty to lay the Commission's report before Parliament together with a draft Order in Council giving effect to the Commission’s recommendations with or without modifications. If modifications are proposed, the Secretary of State must also lay a statement of reasons for the modifications.

12.
The draft Order in Council is submitted to both Houses of Parliament for approval and, after it is made by Her Majesty in Council, it cannot be called into question in any legal proceedings. The new constituencies take effect at the general election following the making of the Order in Council.

Access to further information

13.
A news release about the Commission’s provisional recommendations, sketch maps of the provisional recommendations, the formal notice of the local inquiries, this document, the summaries of the representations, and the inquiry statements can be inspected on the Commission’s web site at:-

http//www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/

14.
These documents have also been deposited for public inspection at various places in the constituencies where inquires are to be held, together with copies of the representations received.

BRADFORD

15.
The Commission received nine representations in respect of their proposals for constituencies in the City of Bradford. Of these, one made specific approval concerning Shipley CC and five submitted general approval for constituencies in the City of Bradford while making other comments concerning the Borough of Kirklees and the Cities of Leeds and Wakefield. One representation objected to part of the proposals for Bradford whilst approving of part, and two objected to the proposals for Bradford. As a result of these objections, the Commission have decided to exercise their discretion under Section 6(1) of the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 and are holding a local inquiry into their proposals. Official notice of the inquiry will be published in local newspapers on 27 January 2005.

Local Inquiry

16.
 The inquiry will be held in public and any interested person, whether a supporter of, or objector to, the Commission's proposals may attend and be heard. The Commission would urge all interested parties to attend and make their views known. It should not be assumed that the inquiry will only discuss those matters raised in representations submitted during the representation period allowed nor that the Commission's provisional recommendations will remain unchanged. On many occasions, following consideration of the evidence submitted at the inquiry and the Assistant Commissioner's report, the Commission have revised their recommendations. While the Commission will always invite written representations against any revised recommendations they might publish, all interested parties should be aware that they may not be able to state their case at a further inquiry, as a further inquiry will only rarely be held.

17.
The inquiry will be held by the Assistant Commissioner, Mr Peter Birts QC. It will open on:-

THURSDAY 28 APRIL 2005 at 9.30am in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

CIVIC HALL, BRADFORD

18.
Please see paragraph 28 below. The provisional recommendations, copies of the representations made to the Commission (together with a summary), and a statement by the Commission, which will be introduced formally at the inquiry, are open for public inspection at:- 

BRADFORD
Central Library, Princes Way, Bradford

Eccleshill Library, Bolton Road, Bradford

Wyke Library, Huddersfield Road, Bradford

ILKLEY
Ilkley Town Hall, Station Road, Ilkley

KEIGHLEY
Keighley Town Hall, Bow Street, Keighley

SHIPLEY
Shipley Town Hall, Kirkgate, Shipley

CALDERDALE

19.
The Commission received two representations specifically concerning constituencies in the Borough of Calderdale, both in support of their provisional recommendations for the two constituencies in the borough. 

20.
The Commission noted that they were not required to hold a local inquiry under section 6(2) of the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 and, given the support, they decided not to use their discretion under section 6(1) of the Act to hold an inquiry. 

Final Recommendations

21.
The Commission have decided to confirm their provisional recommendations as their final recommendations. No further representations will be considered. The Commission’s final recommendations for Calderdale, which will be embodied in their report to be submitted to the Secretary of State at the end of the general review and which are shown on the attached map, are for the following constituencies (2000 electorates in brackets):-

CALDER VALLEY COUNTY CONSTITUENCY (75,379). Nine wards of the Borough of Calderdale:- Brighouse, Calder, Elland, Greetland and Stainland, Hipperholme and Lightcliffe, Luddendenfoot, Rastrick, Ryburn, Todmorden.
HALIFAX BOROUGH CONSTITUENCY (70,978). Eight wards of the Borough of Calderdale:- Illingworth and Mixenden, Northowram and Shelf, Ovenden, Park, Skircoat, Sowerby Bridge, Town, Warley.

22.
The wards upon which the Commission based their provisional recommendations were created by The Borough of Calderdale (Electoral Changes) Order 2003. It should be noted that the existing constituencies were created by the Parliamentary Constituencies (England) Order 1995 and came into effect at the general election held in May 1997.
KIRKLEES, LEEDS AND WAKEFIELD

23.
The Commission received 88 representations for this area. Of these, thirteen supported all or part of the proposals, twelve supported part of the proposals whilst also objecting to other parts, and 63 objected to all or part of the proposals. The objections included three petitions from two sources containing 2,371 names. As a result of these objections, the Commission are holding a local inquiry into their proposals. Official notice of the inquiry will be published in local newspapers on 27 January 2005. 

Local Inquiry

24.
 The inquiry will be held in public and any interested person, whether a supporter of, or objector to, the Commission's proposals may attend and be heard. The Commission would urge all interested parties to attend and make their views known.  It should not be assumed that the inquiry will only discuss those matters raised in representations submitted during the representation period allowed nor that the Commission's provisional recommendations will remain unchanged. On many occasions, following consideration of the evidence submitted at the inquiry and the Assistant Commissioner's report, the Commission have revised their recommendations. While the Commission will always invite written representations against any revised recommendations they might publish, all interested parties should be aware that they may not be able to state their case at a further inquiry, as a further inquiry will only rarely be held.

25.
The inquiry will be held by the Assistant Commissioner, Miss Frances Patterson QC. It will open on:-

MONDAY 18 APRIL 2005 at 9.30am in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

COUNTY HALL, WOOD STREET, WAKEFIELD

26.
Please see paragraph 28 below. The provisional recommendations, copies of the representations made to the Commission (together with a summary), and a statement by the Commission, which will be introduced formally at the inquiry, are open for public inspection at:- 

BATLEY
Cash and Information Office, Town Hall, Market Place, Batley

CASTLEFORD
Castleford Civic Centre, Ferrybridge Road, Castleford

CLECKHEATON
Cash and Information Office, Town Hall, Bradford Rd, Cleckheaton

DEWSBURY
Cash and Information Office, Town Hall, Wakefield Road, Dewsbury

GARFORTH
Garforth One Stop Centre, 1-5 Main Street, Garforth 

GUISELEY
Guiseley Branch Library, Otley Road, Guiseley

HEMSWORTH
Service Access Point – District 4, Westfield Road, Hemsworth

HOLMFIRTH
Electoral Services, Council Offices, 49-51 Huddersfield Road, Holmfirth

HORSFORTH
Horsforth Library, Town Street, Horsforth

HUDDERSFIELD
Reception Desk, Huddersfield Town Hall, Ramsden Street, Huddersfield

KNOTTINGLEY
Service Access Point – District 3, The Close, Hill Top, Knottingley 

LEEDS
Bramley Public Library, Hough Lane, Bramley, Leeds

City Centre One Stop, 2 Great George St, Leeds 

Crossgates Public Library, Farm Road, Crossgates, Leeds

Headingley Public Library, North Lane, Headingley, Leeds

Civic Hall, Calverley Street, Leeds 

Chapel Allerton Public Library, 106 Harrogate Road, Leeds 

Dewsbury Road Public Library, 190 Dewsbury Road, Leeds 

MELTHAM
Cash and Information Office, Town Hall, Meltham 

MIRFIELD
Cash and Information Office, 198 Huddersfield Road, Mirfield 

MORLEY
One Stop Centre, Town Hall, Morley

NORMANTON
Service Access Point – District 2, Queen Street, Normanton

OSSETT
Service Access Point – District 1, Town Hall, Ossett 

OTLEY
One Stop Centre, 8 Boroughgate, Otley

PONTEFRACT
Service Access Point – District 3, Municipal Buildings, Stuart Road, Pontefract

PUDSEY
One Stop Centre, Town Hall, Robin Lane, Pudsey 

RAWDON
Airedale One Stop Centre, Micklefield House, New Road Side, Rawdon 

ROTHWELL
One Stop Centre, Marsh Street, Rothwell

SKELMANTHORPE
Cash and Information Office, Council Offices, Commercial Road, Skelmanthorpe

SLAITHWAITE
Slaithwaite Branch Library, 8 Britania Road, Slaithwaite

WAKEFIELD
The Reception Desk, County Hall, Bond Street, Wakefield

WETHERBY
One Stop Centre, 24 Westgate, Wetherby 

Crown Copyright

27.
The outline map which forms part of this document and the maps deposited at the addresses listed in the above sections are based on Ordnance Survey data and are subject to ©Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction will infringe Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Any person wishing to reproduce outline maps or maps placed on deposit should first contact the Copyright Office at Ordnance Survey, Romsey Road, Southampton SO16 4GU (telephone 023 8079 2929).

General election

28.
There has been widespread speculation in the media that a general election may be held on 5 May 2005. If a general election is called for that date, the local inquiry in Wakefield will be postponed from 18 April until 27 June and the local inquiry in Bradford postponed from 28 April until 7 July. In the event of a postponement of the inquiries, a formal notice of the new date will be published in local newspapers, and all interested organisations and individuals will be informed directly of the new arrangements.
Enquiries

29.
Should you require further information about the Commission’s review of the constituencies in West Yorkshire or about other aspects of the Commission's work please write to:-


Boundary Commission for England,


PO Box 31060,


London,


SW1V 2FF


or  telephone:-


West Yorkshire enquiries:

020 7533 5174 or 020 7533 5135


General enquiries:


020 7533 5177


Fax:




020 7533 5176






or email:-


West Yorkshire enquiries:
 
chris.ault@ons.gov.uk


General enquiries:


bcomm.england@ons.gov.uk

30.
The Internet version of this news release and other documents concerning the general review are available on the Commission’s web site at the following address:-

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/

2000 WARD ELECTORATES TO BE USED THROUGHOUT THE REVIEW







CALDERDALE BOROUGH
146,357














1.
Brighouse
8,428






2.
Calder
8,875






3.
Elland
6,890






4.
Greetland and Stainland
9,463






5.
Hipperholme and Lightcliffe
7,983






6.
Illingworth and Mixenden
9,533






7.
Luddendenfoot
7,531






8.
Northowram and Shelf
8,733






9.
Ovenden
8,607






10.
Park
9,335






11.
Rastrick
8,869






12.
Ryburn
8,249






13.
Skircoat
8,729






14.
Sowerby Bridge
8,206






15.
Todmorden
9,091






16.
Town
8,852






17.
Warley
8,983
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