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Questions and Answers













1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
What is the Boundary Commission?

The Boundary Commission is an independent non-political body set up by Parliament in 1944 to review parliamentary constituencies about every 10 years.

Who are the Commissioners?

The Speaker of the House of Commons is the chairman and the deputy chairman is a High Court judge. Currently, the other two members are a Queen’s Counsel and a former civil servant.

What do they do?

They review constituency boundaries (area by area), consult the public, and make recommendations to the Secretary of State in a report covering the whole of England.

Why do they do it?

The main reason is to ensure that every constituency has about the same number of electors so that everyone’s vote carries the same weight in a general election.

Is it just a numbers game?

No, the Commission also have to consider local boundaries, local ties, geography, and the inconvenience caused by changing boundaries.


6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.
Do they ask for other people’s views?

Yes, they publish proposals in local newspapers and ask for comments.

But do they listen to those views?

Yes, often a local inquiry, which is chaired by an Assistant Commissioner, is held and frequently the proposals are revised.
Who is the Assistant Commissioner?

An independent lawyer who makes a report with recommendations to the Commission.

When will the review be finished?

The current review must be completed by April 2007, but the Commission expect to finish during 2006.
What happens then?

A report is sent to the Secretary of State who puts it before Parliament. If Parliament approves, the new constituencies are used at the first general election after that.

Where can I get more information?

Read the booklet on this web site, or contact the Commission (see the details at the bottom of this page).
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