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	NEWSLETTER

No.2/2007                                           Issued: 5 July 2007 


Fifth Periodical Report

1.
Newsletter No.1/2007 confirmed that the Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs had laid the Commission’s fifth periodical report before both Houses of Parliament on 26 February 2007. The fifth periodical report was submitted to the Secretary of State on 31 October 2006. 
2.
The report was considered by a Delegated Legislation Committee of the House of Commons on 27 March 2007 and by the House of Lords on 17 May 2007. The Order in Council was made on 13 June 2007. The new constituencies will come into effect at the next general election. Any by-elections that may be required before the next general election will be held on the existing constituencies.
Machinery of Government change
3.
On 9 May 2007, the Government announced that the Department for Constitutional Affairs (DCA) would become part of the new Ministry of Justice (MoJ). The Commission’s sponsoring body is, therefore, now the MoJ rather than the DCA. This change does not affect the Commission’s independence.

Interim Review
4.
On 15 June 2007, the Secretary of the Commission wrote to the Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice to inform him of the Commission’s intention to conduct a review in accordance with section 3(3) of the Parliamentary Constituencies Act (as amended). A copy of the formal notice was published in the London Gazette on 2 July 2007.
5.
The interim review will consider nine of the new constituencies recommended by the Commission in the fifth periodical report submitted to the Secretary of State on 31 October 2006. The constituencies in the report were given effect to by The Parliamentary Constituencies (England) Order 2007 (SI 2007 No.1681) made on 13 June 2007, as mentioned in paragraph 2 above. The constituencies to be reviewed are:-

Berwick-upon-Tweed CC

Chippenham CC

Daventry CC

Hexham CC

Somerton and Frome CC

South Northamptonshire CC

South West Wiltshire CC

Wansbeck CC

Wells CC

6.
The need to conduct an interim review of the boundaries of the nine new constituencies so soon after the completion of the fifth general review is most unfortunate. However, the interim review has been made necessary by changes to ward boundaries that mean some of the new wards are divided between the new constituencies. The changes to the ward boundaries are the result of Further Electoral Reviews conducted by the Boundary Committee for England. The Orders that created the new wards, that came into effect at the local government elections held on 3 May 2007, are:-

The Borough of Castle Morpeth (Electoral Changes) Order 2007

The District of Mendip (Electoral Changes) Order 2006

The District of South Northamptonshire (Electoral Changes) Order 2006

The District of South Northamptonshire (Electoral Changes) (Amendment) Order 2007
The District of West Wiltshire (Electoral Changes) Order 2007
7.
The Commission will publish its provisional recommendations for the constituencies in local newspapers circulating in the affected constituencies on 19 July 2007, as required by section 5(2) of the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986. The effect of the proposals will be to bring the boundaries of the wards and constituencies back into full alignment. In formulating their proposals, the Commission have endeavoured to make the minimum amount of change possible in terms of the number of electors that will have to be transferred from one constituency to another.  

8.
The provisional recommendations will also be explained in news releases that will contain maps showing the areas that will be moved between constituencies. The news releases will be placed on deposit at locations in the affected constituencies and copies will also be sent to:-

a) The District/Borough councils listed in the Electoral Changes Orders and the respective County Councils;

b) Members of Parliament who represent the constituencies that existed at the 2005 general election in which the majority of the new constituencies fall;
c) The Town and Parish Councils in the wards that are divided between constituencies; and
d) The Headquarters of the Parliamentary Political Parties.

9.
Once the provisional recommendations have been published in local newspapers, the Commission are required to consider all written representations made about the proposals within a one-month statutory period. However, as the provisional recommendations are being published shortly before the summer holidays, the representation period will be extended to seven weeks and will close on 13 September 2007. Those who make representations will be requested to say whether they approve of, or object to, the proposals. 

10.
Any enquiries about procedural aspects of the interim review or about the constituencies under review should be made to Gerald Tessier on 020 7533 5173, Glenn Reed on 020 7533 5163, or Terry Bergin on 020 7533 5170. 
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