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GENERAL REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

The subjects covered by this Newsletter are:-
a) Completion of the fifth general review

b) Submission of the final report to the Secretary of State
Completion of the fifth general review

1.
On 19 July 2006, the Commission announced final recommendations for all constituencies in Greater Manchester. 

2.
On 10 May 2006, the Commission announced their final recommendations for the number and composition of the constituencies they had allocated to West Yorkshire. However, they decided to change the name of the Normanton and Pontefract constituency to Normanton, Pontefract and Castleford, and invited representations on the altered name. The Commission considered the one representation received at their last meeting and have, today, announced their final recommendations for the constituency.
3.
The completion of the review in West Yorkshire brings to a completion the Commission’s fifth general review of the Parliamentary constituencies in England. 

Submission of the final report to the Secretary of State
4.
The Commission are currently preparing their final report on the fifth general review of Parliamentary constituencies in England and are on schedule to submit it to the Secretary of State by 31 October 2006. The report will be delivered to The Right Honourable Lord Falconer of Thoroton, QC, Her Majesty’s Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs.
5.
The Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 (as amended) states that “as soon as may be after a Boundary Commission have submitted a report to the Secretary of State” he is required to lay it before Parliament. If the report recommends alterations to the existing constituencies, as it will, the Secretary of State must also lay a draft Order in Council giving effect to the recommendations, with or without modifications. If modifications are proposed, the Secretary of State is required to lay a statement of the reasons for them at the same time.
6.
The draft Order must be debated and approved (or rejected) by both Houses of Parliament. If the draft Order in Council is not approved, the Secretary of State may amend the draft and lay the amended draft before Parliament for approval. Once the Order in Council has been approved by Parliament, the Secretary of State is required to submit it to be made by Her Majesty in Council.
7.
The Commission are often asked “How long will it be, once you have submitted your report, before the recommendations are implemented?” Whilst the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 (as amended) requires the Secretary of State to lay the report before Parliament “… as soon as may be ….” after it has been received, it does not give any guidance as to how soon that must be. However, it is worth noting that the Commission’s final report on their last (fourth) general review was submitted to the Secretary of State on 12 April 1995 and the Order giving effect to the recommendations was made on 28 June 1995. 
8.
After the Order in Council has been made, the new constituencies take effect at the next following general election. Any by-elections held in the meantime have to be held on the old (existing) constituencies. The validity of an Order in Council, once made, may not be called into question in any legal proceedings.

Enquiries

9.
Any enquiries about procedural aspects of the general review or about any particular county or London borough should be made to 020 7533 5177. Please be sure to confirm the county or London borough that you wish to discuss when the telephone is answered.
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