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NEWSLETTER

No.2/2005                                 Issued: 19 April 2005 

GENERAL REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

General Election

1.
Prior to the commencement of the fifth general review, the Commission met with the representatives of the three Parliamentary political parties to discuss broad issues of policy relating to the general review. At that meeting, the representatives requested, inter alia, that in the event of a general election being called the Commission should observe a period of six weeks either side of it during which they would not publish recommendations for review areas or conduct local inquiries. The Commission agreed to this request, as they had done at the fourth general review. 

2.
On Tuesday 5 April, the Government announced that a general election will be held on Thursday 5 May 2005. The work of the Commission will continue throughout the period of the general election campaign, as it did during the 2001 general election, but, to take account of the agreement with the representatives of the three Parliamentary political parties, it has been necessary to make some alterations to previously announced publication dates.

Groups 16 and 17 – local inquiries

3.
On 15 June 2005, the Commission will announce their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioners’ reports for:-


Group 16
Middlesbrough, Redcar and Cleveland, and Stockton-on-Tees

Group 17
Merseyside. 

The release of this information was originally scheduled for 4 May 2005. 

Group 18 – local inquiries

4.
On 29 June 2005, the Commission will announce their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioners’ reports for:-


Group 18
Birmingham; and

Dudley, Sandwell, and Wolverhampton. 

The timing of the release of this information is unchanged. 

Group 19 – local inquiries

5.
The local inquiry for Barnsley, Rotherham, and Sheffield was held between 15 and 18 March 2005. The Commission will announce their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioner’s report on 14 September 2005. The timing of the release of this information is unchanged. 

Group 20 – local inquiries

6.
On 19 January 2005, the Commission announced that a local inquiry would open on 18 April 2005 to consider the provisional recommendations for Kirklees, Leeds, and Wakefield. It was also announced that a local inquiry would open on 28 April 2005 to consider the provisional recommendations for Bradford. The two inquiries have been rescheduled and will now be conducted as set out below:-

Kirklees, Leeds, and Wakefield

The local inquiry will open on 27 June 2005 and will be held in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Wood Street, Wakefield. It will be conducted by Miss Frances Patterson QC.


Bradford

The local inquiry will open on 7 July 2005 and will be held in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Bradford. It will be conducted by Mr Peter Birts QC.

Group 21 – provisional recommendations

7.
On 6 April 2005, the Commission announced that local inquiries would be held into their provisional recommendations for Tyne and Wear. There are no changes to the original arrangements for the inquiries which will be conducted by Mr Guy Roots QC. The arrangements are:-

Sunderland

The inquiry will open on 14 June 2005 and will be held in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Burdon Road, Sunderland. 

Newcastle upon Tyne and North Tyneside

The inquiry will open on 21 June 2005 and will be held in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Barras Bridge, Newcastle upon Tyne.

Gateshead and South Tyneside

The inquiry will open on 23 June 2005 and will be held in the Town Hall, Grange Road, Jarrow.

Group 22 – provisional recommendations

8.
The Commission announced their provisional recommendations for Greater Manchester on 2 March 2005. The representation period will close, as previously announced, on 17 April 2005. The statutory one month representation period was extended to allow for Easter. An announcement about whether local inquiries are required will be made on 22 June 2005. 

Enquiries

9.
Enquiries about timetable matters should be made to Bob Farrance, Secretary to the Commission (0207 533 5169). In his absence, please contact either Terry Bergin (0207 533 5170) or Glenn Reed (0207 533 5163). Any enquiries about procedural aspects of the on-going review areas should be made to those members of the Commission’s Secretariat listed below:-

Chris Ault

0207 533 5174

chris.ault@ons.gov.uk


Alan Bannister

0207 533 5147

alan.bannister@ons.gov.uk


Gerald Tessier

0207 533 5173

gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk
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