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NEWSLETTER

No.1/2005                                 Issued: 20 January 2005 

GENERAL REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

New Deputy Chairman

1.
The Hon. Mr Justice Sullivan has been appointed by the Lord Chancellor to act as Deputy Chairman of the Commission with effect from 25 November 2004 until 31 March 2007. The change of Deputy Chairman was made necessary by the retirement of the Hon. Mr Justice Harrison from the Queen’s Bench Division of the High Court. 

Overall progress with the general review

2.
With the announcement of the provisional recommendations for Tyne and Wear on 1 December 2004, the Commission have published proposals for 506 constituencies: England currently has 529 constituencies. Only the provisional recommendations for Greater Manchester remain to be published. Of the 506 constituencies for which provisional recommendations have been published, a total of 423 have now been announced as final recommendations.

3.
The Commission have now completed their review of the majority of the country. Only the six metropolitan counties, and three of the four unitary authorities created from the former county of Cleveland, remain for completion. At the current rate of progress, it is anticipated that the general review should be completed during 2006 with the report being submitted to the Deputy Prime Minister by the late Summer of that year.

Progress with the remaining groups of review areas

Group 12
4.
The Commission’s final decisions in respect of the representations received about the revised recommendations for the areas set out below were announced on 24 November 2004.

Devon, Plymouth, and Torbay

Essex, Southend-on-Sea, and Thurrock

Kent and Medway 

Groups 13 – 15

5.
The Commission’s final decisions in respect of the representations received about the revised recommendations for the areas set out below were announced on 19 January 2005.


Group 13

Berkshire

Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly

Lancashire, Blackburn with Darwen, and Blackpool

Group 14

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough

Dorset, Bournemouth, and Poole

West Sussex

Group 15

Norfolk

Leicestershire and Rutland

Groups 16 and 17 – local inquiry

6.
In April 2005, the Commission expect to announce their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioners’ reports for the local inquiries into their provisional recommendations for:-


Group 16

Middlesbrough, Redcar and Cleveland, and Stockton-on-Tees

Group 17

Merseyside 

Group 18 – local inquiries

7.
On 10 November 2004, the Commission announced that a local inquiry would open on 25 January 2005 to consider the provisional recommendations for Birmingham. The local inquiry will be held in the Council Chamber, Council House, Victoria Square, Birmingham.

8.
At the same time, it was also announced that a local inquiry would open on 27 January 2005 to consider the provisional recommendations for Dudley, Sandwell, and Wolverhampton. The local inquiry will be held in the Council Chamber, Council House, Priory Road, Dudley. Both inquiries will be conducted by Mr Patrick Milmo QC.

9.
The Commission also confirmed that the provisional recommendations for Coventry, Solihull, and Walsall would not be the subject of local inquiries and that they would be made final.

Group 19 – local inquiries

10.
On 19 January 2005, the Commission announced that a local inquiry would open on 15 March 2005 to consider the provisional recommendations for Barnsley, Rotherham, and Sheffield. The local inquiry will be held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Pinstone Street, Sheffield and will be conducted by Mr Adrian Brunner QC.

11.
The Commission also confirmed that the provisional recommendations for Doncaster would not be the subject of a local inquiry and that they would be made final.

Group 20 – local inquiries

12.
On 19 January 2005, the Commission announced that a local inquiry would open on 28 April 2005 to consider the provisional recommendations for Bradford. The local inquiry will be held in the Council Chamber, Civic Hall, Bradford and will be conducted by Mr Peter Birts QC.

13.
At the same time, the Commission also announced that a local inquiry would open on 18 April 2005 to consider the provisional recommendations for Kirklees, Leeds, and Wakefield. The local inquiry will be held in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Wood Street, Wakefield and will be conducted by Miss Frances Patterson QC.

14.
The Commission also confirmed that the provisional recommendations for Calderdale would not be the subject of a local inquiry and that they would be made final.

Group 21 – provisional recommendations

15.
The Commission announced their provisional recommendations for Tyne and Wear on 1 December 2004. The period during which representations could be made closed on 16 January 2005. The statutory one month representation period was extended to allow for the Christmas and New Year holiday period. The Commission expect to announce in April 2005 whether local inquiries will be held.

Group 22 – provisional recommendations

16.
The Commission will announce the provisional recommendations for Greater Manchester on 2 March 2005. This will be the last set of provisional recommendations announced by the Commission.

Enquiries

17.
Enquiries about timetable matters should be made to Bob Farrance, Secretary to the Commission (0207 533 5169). In his absence, please contact either Terry Bergin (0207 533 5170) or Glenn Reed (0207 533 5163). Any enquiries about the on-going review areas should be made to those members of the Commission’s Secretariat listed in the table below.

Chris Ault

0207 533 5174

chris.ault@ons.gov.uk


Alan Bannister

0207 533 5147

alan.bannister@ons.gov.uk


Gerald Tessier

0207 533 5173

gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk



Merseyside

West Yorkshire
Tyne and Wear

West Midlands
Greater Manchester

Middlesbrough

Redcar and Cleveland

South Yorkshire

Stockton-on-Tees
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