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NEWSLETTER

No.3/2003                                 Issued: 18 November 2003 

GENERAL REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

The topics covered in this Newsletter are:-

a) Progress with the general review; 

b) Future groups of review areas;

c) Electoral Registration Officers; and

d) Enquiries.

a)
Progress with the general review

Group 8 – final recommendations

1.
Final recommendations for Derbyshire and Derby, North Yorkshire, and York were announced on 5 November 2003. Final recommendations for Durham and Darlington were previously announced on 11 June 2003. 

Group 9 – revised recommendations and final recommendations

2.
Following receipt of the Assistant Commissioners’ reports for the local inquiries that were held in February 2003, the Commission announced, on 10 September 2003, the following decisions:-

Gloucestershire

Revised recommendations for one constituency (a change of name) and final recommendations for five constituencies.

Herefordshire

Revised recommendations for both constituencies.

East Riding of Yorkshire, Kingston upon Hull, North East Lincolnshire, and

North Lincolnshire 

Revised recommendations for four constituencies and final recommendations for six constituencies.

3.
The Commission expect to announce, in January 2004, their decisions in respect of the representations received about the constituencies for which revised recommendations were published. 

Group 10 – local inquiries

4.
The Commission held local inquiries in June 2003 for the areas set out below:-

East Sussex with Brighton and Hove;

Oxfordshire; and

Suffolk.

5.
The Assistant Commissioners who conducted the inquiries have now submitted their reports and the Commission expect to announce their decisions in January 2004.

Group 11 – local inquiries

6.
The Commission held local inquiries in late October and early November 2003 for the areas set out below:-

Bedfordshire with Luton;

Buckinghamshire;

Cheshire with Halton;

Milton Keynes; and

Warrington.

7.
The Assistant Commissioners who conducted the inquiries are not due to submit their reports until February 2004. The Commission expect to announce their decisions on these reports in April 2004.

Group 12 – local inquiries

8.
On 10 September 2003, the Commission announced the following local inquiries:-

Review area
Day and time
Location





Devon

Plymouth

Torbay


Thursday 4 December 2003 commencing at 09.30am.

and

Monday 8 December 2003 commencing at 09.30am.
Devonport Guidhall,

off Cumberland Road, Devonport – to consider the Plymouth North, Plymouth South and South West Devon constituencies.

The Council Chamber, County Hall, Topsham, Exeter – to consider the other nine constituencies in the combined review area.

Review area
Day and time
Location



Essex

Southend-on-Sea Thurrock 


Monday 15 December 2003 commencing at 09.30am.


The Council Chamber, County Hall, Chelmsford.

Kent

Medway 
Monday 17 November 2003 commencing at 09.30am.
The Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford.

Group 13 – local inquiries and final recommendations

9.
On 29 October 2003, the Commission announced the following local inquiries:-

Review area
Day and time
Location





Berkshire


Tuesday 13 January 2004 commencing at 10.00am.


The Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Reading.

Cornwall 
Tuesday 6 January 2004 commencing at 10.00am.


The Council Chamber, County Hall, Truro.



Lancashire, Blackburn with Darwen, and Blackpool 


Tuesday 20 January 2004 commencing at 10.00am.
The Council Chamber, County Hall, Preston.

10.
The Commission’s provisional recommendations for Shropshire with Telford and Wrekin were announced on 11 June 2003. The representations received in respect of those recommendations did not require the Commission to hold a local inquiry and they decided not to use their discretion to hold one. Final recommendations were announced on 29 October 2003. 

Groups 14 – provisional recommendations

11.
On 10 September 2003, the Commission announced their provisional recommendations for:-

Cambridgeshire with Peterborough; 

Dorset with Bournemouth and Poole; and 

West Sussex

12.
The period during which representations could be made closed on 31 October 2003. The Commission expect to announce on 17 December whether local inquiries will be held. 

Groups 15 – provisional recommendations

13.
On 10 September 2003, the Commission announced their provisional recommendations for:-


Leicester


Leicestershire with Rutland


Norfolk


Worcestershire

14.
The period during which representations could be made closed on 31 October 2003. The Commission expect to announce on 17 December whether local inquiries will be required. 

Overall progress 

15.
Provisional recommendations have now been published for 409 constituencies – England currently has 529 constituencies. Of the 409 constituencies for which provisional recommendations have been published, a total of 227 have been announced as final recommendations. 

16.
To date the Commission have held local inquiries for 69 of the 81 review areas (counties, unitary authorities, and London boroughs) for which provisional recommendations have been published. Following the local inquiries, revised recommendations have been published for some constituencies in 34 review areas. The total number of constituencies for which revised recommendations have been published is 72. 

b)
Future groups of review areas

Groups 16 and 17

17.
The Commission expect to announce provisional recommendations for constituencies in the areas set out below in February 2004:- 

Group 16
Hartlepool

Middlesbrough

Redcar and Cleveland

Stockton-on-Tees
Group 17
Knowsley

Liverpool

St Helens

Sefton

Wirral

Group 18

18.
Subject to the Orders, that give effect to the new wards, being made by the Electoral Commission and the provision of accurately revised 2000 electoral data, where it has not already been supplied by the respective Electoral Registration Officers, the Commission expect that the areas set out below will form Group 18:-

Group 18
Birmingham

Coventry

Dudley

Sandwell
Solihull

Walsall

Wolverhampton


c)
Electoral Registration Officers

19.
The Commission wish to take the opportunity provided by this Newsletter to advise the Electoral Registration Officers of the councils listed below that the Commission’s Secretariat will be contacting them shortly for the accurately re-based 2000 ward electorates that are essential for the timely completion of the fifth general review.

20.
Listed below are those councils who will be contacted from late November onwards:-

Greater Manchester

Bolton

Bury

Manchester

Oldham

Rochdale

Salford

Stockport

Tameside

Trafford

Wigan

South Yorkshire

Barnsley

Doncaster

Rotherham

Sheffield
Tyne and Wear

Gateshead

Newcastle upon Tyne

North Tyneside

South Tyneside

Sunderland

West Yorkshire

Bradford

Calderdale

Kirklees

Leeds

Wakefield

21.
Should any Electoral Registration Officer want to discuss the Commission’s specific requirement ahead of receiving a request, please contact Gerald Tessier on 0207 533 5173 (direct line). Gerald can be contacted by e-mail at:-

gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk

d)
Enquiries

22.
Enquiries about timetable matters should be made to Bob Farrance, Secretary to the Commission (0207 533 5169). In his absence, timetable matters can be discussed with Terry Bergin (0207 533 5170) or Glenn Reed (0207 533 5163).

23.
Any enquiries about the on-going review areas should be made to those members of the Commission’s Secretariat listed in the table on the next page.

Chris Ault

0207 533 5174

chris.ault@ons.gov.uk


Alan Bannister

0207 533 5147

alan.bannister@ons.gov.uk


Gerald Tessier

0207 533 5173

gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk
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