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NEWSLETTER

No.3/2002                                 Issued: 27 November 2002 

GENERAL REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

The topics covered in this Newsletter are:-

a) Progress with the general review – Groups 5 – 9; 

b) Future groups of review areas; 

c) Regional Assemblies;

d) Photocopying of submissions made at local inquiries;

e) Change of Sponsor; and

f) Enquiries

a)
Progress with the general review

Group 5 – final recommendations

1.
The Commission announced final recommendations on 31 July 2002 for those constituencies in the North London boroughs for which they had published revised recommendations in local newspapers on 9 May 2002.

Group 6 – final recommendations

2.
The Commission announced final recommendations on 20 November 2002 for those constituencies in Warwickshire and Wiltshire for which they had published revised recommendations in local newspapers on 20 June 2002.

Group 7 – revised and final recommendations

3.
Following receipt of the Assistant Commissioners’ reports for the local inquiries that were held in June 2002, the Commission announced revised recommendations for some constituencies and final recommendations for other constituencies on 20 November 2002 for Hampshire with Southampton, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire, Portsmouth, and Staffordshire with Stoke-on-Trent. Representations in respect of the revised recommendations may be made until 5 January 2003. 

Group 8 – local inquiries

4.
On 20 November 2002, the Commission announced that they would be holding local inquiries into their provisional recommendations for the following review areas:-

Review area
Opening day and time
Location





Darlington with Durham


Tuesday 21 January 2003 – 10.30am.
The Council Chamber, Town Hall, Darlington



Derby with

Derbyshire


Tuesday 28 January 2003 – 09.30am.
The Council Chamber, The Council House, Corporation Street, Derby

North Yorkshire and York


Tuesday 4 February 2003 – 10.00 am.
The Council Chamber, Guildhall, York 



Group 9 – provisional recommendations

5.
The Commission announced their provisional recommendations for constituencies in the review areas set out below on 24 July 2002. Announcements as to whether local inquiries are required will be made on 11 December 2002.


East Riding of Yorkshire 


Gloucestershire


Herefordshire

Kingston upon Hull

North Lincolnshire

North East Lincolnshire

b)
Future groups of review areas

Group 10

6.
Group 10 will comprise Brighton and Hove, East Sussex, Oxfordshire, and Suffolk. The Commission expect to announce provisional recommendations on 8 January 2003.

Groups 11 and 12

7.
In Newsletter No.2/2002, dated 12 June 2002, the Commission announced the review areas that would form Groups 11 and 12. The two groups are as follows:-

Group 11
Bedfordshire

Buckinghamshire

Cheshire

Halton

Luton

Milton Keynes

Warrington


 Group 12
Devon

Essex

Kent

Medway

Plymouth

Southend-on-Sea

Thurrock

Torbay

8.
The Commission expect to announce provisional recommendations for constituencies in Group 11 in March 2003 and for Group 12 in May 2003.

c)
Regional Assemblies

9.
On Thursday 9 May 2002, the Government published a White Paper “Your Region, Your Choice – Revitalising the English Regions”.  In brief, the Government proposes to allow regional assemblies to be established where there is popular demand for them. Where regional assemblies are established, it is expected that there will only be one tier of local authority (excluding parishes) beneath the regional tier of government. The creation of single tier authorities will follow a review by the Boundary Committee for England, a statutory committee of the Electoral Commission.

10.
There has been some media speculation that the establishment of regional assemblies may result in a Regional Assemblies Bill receiving Royal Assent in November 2005. If that is the case, the first elections to the regional assemblies would take place in May 2006, with the transfer of functions, from the tier of local government to be abolished to the new unitary authorities that will be created, in April 2007.

11.
The Commission have received a number of enquiries as to whether the establishment of regional assemblies, with only one tier of local government under them, will affect the fifth general review. In this respect, it should be noted that the Commission are required by section 3(7) of the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 (as amended) to take into account only those boundaries (whether county - which includes unitary authorities - or London borough) that are in operation at whichever is the earlier of-

a) the date of the submission of their report to the Secretary of State; or 

b) the tenth anniversary of the date of the submission of their most recent report [this would be 12 April 2005].

12.
The Commission have previously made known that it was their intention to complete the fifth general review by the end of 2005 or shortly afterwards. In that case, the local government boundaries that they must have regard to are those that will be in operation on 12 April 2005 (the earlier of the two dates listed at (a) and (b) above) and two years before the likely establishment of any new unitary authorities in April 2007. 

13.
With this in mind, the Commission do not consider that the possible establishment of regional assemblies has any part to play in their fifth general review of parliamentary constituencies. It follows, therefore, that representations that argue that the fifth general review should be delayed until after the introduction of regional assemblies will not be considered. Also, representations should not speculate as to the possible effect that the introduction of regional assemblies may have on the distribution of parliamentary constituencies. 

d)
Photocopying of submissions made at local inquiries

14.
Those who intend to speak at a local inquiry from a prepared handwritten or typed note are asked to provide a minimum of four copies of their text. Experience has shown that this is not only very helpful for the Assistant Commissioner, but that it facilitates the smooth running of the inquiry.

15.
Upon arriving at a local inquiry, it is suggested that you approach one of the Commission’s representatives and inform them that you intend to speak and whether you will be reading from a handwritten or typed submission. Either before the inquiry commences, or later in the day, you will be asked for the copies of your submission and these will be passed to the Assistant Commissioner, the shorthand writers who will be taking a full verbatim transcript of the proceedings, and the representative of the Commission.

16.
If you have not been able to arrange photocopying of your submission prior to the inquiry, the Commission’s representative may be able to arrange this for you, if photocopying facilities are available at the inquiry venue. However, please note that if photocopying is available at the inquiry venue it is highly likely that it will be restricted to producing A4 sheets and that colour reproduction will not be possible. In those circumstances where larger or coloured documents are to be submitted you must ensure that you make provision for such documents to be photocopied before you attend the inquiry.

e)
Change of Departmental sponsor

17.
When changes to Ministerial posts were announced on 29 May 2002, changes were also made to the machinery of government. As a result of these changes, sponsorship of the work of the Commission has moved from the Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister. This change does not affect the independence of the Commission or the timetable for the fifth general review.

f)
Enquiries

18.
Enquiries about timetable matters should be made to Bob Farrance, Secretary to the Commission (0207 533 5169). In his absence, timetable matters can be discussed with Terry Bergin (0207 533 5170) or Glenn Reed (0207 533 5163). Any enquiries about the ongoing review areas listed below should be made to:-

Chris Ault

0207 533 5174

chris.ault@ons.gov.uk


Alan Bannister

0207 533 5147

alan.bannister@ons.gov.uk


Gerald Tessier

0207 533 5173

gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk
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