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	NEWSLETTER

No.3/2005                                 Issued: 26 July 2005 


GENERAL REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

Machinery of Government change

1.
On 23 May 2005, the Government announced that responsibility for the Boundary Commission for England would transfer from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) to the Department for Constitutional Affairs (DCA). The Commission’s sponsoring body is therefore now the DCA rather than the ODPM. This does not affect the Commission’s independence or the timetable for the completion of the fifth general review. 

Groups 16 and 17 

2.
On 15 June 2005, the Commission announced their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioners’ reports for:-


Group 16
Middlesbrough, Redcar and Cleveland, and Stockton-on-Tees

Group 17
Merseyside. 

3.
The Commission will consider the representations made in respect of their revised recommendations at the meeting scheduled for 17 October 2005. They will then announce their decisions in respect of those representations on 23 November 2005. 

Group 18

4.
The Commission announced revised recommendations on 29 June 2005 for four of the ten constituencies provisionally recommended for Birmingham. At the same time, they announced final recommendations for the other six constituencies. The Commission also announced final recommendations for the ten constituencies in Dudley, Sandwell, and Wolverhampton.

5.
Final recommendations for all the constituencies in Coventry, Solihull, and Walsall were announced on 10 November 2004.  

Group 19

6.
The local inquiry for Barnsley, Rotherham, and Sheffield was held on 15 and 16 March 2005. The Commission will announce their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioner’s report on 14 September 2005. 

Group 20

7.
The local inquiry into the provisional recommendations for Kirklees, Leeds, and Wakefield was held between 27 June and 5 July 2005. The local inquiry into the provisional recommendations for Bradford was held on 7 July 2005. The Commission expect to announce their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioners’ reports in January 2006.

Group 21

8.
The three local inquiries into the provisional recommendations for Tyne and Wear were held between 14 and 23 June 2005. The Commission expect to announce their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioners’ reports in January 2006. The three local inquiries were held as follows:-

Sunderland

This inquiry was held on 14 and 15 June 2005 in Sunderland. 

Newcastle upon Tyne and North Tyneside

This inquiry was held on 21 June 2005 in Newcastle upon Tyne.

Gateshead and South Tyneside

This inquiry was held on 23 June 2005 in Jarrow.

Group 22

9.
On 22 June 2005, the Commission announced that a local inquiry would commence on 31 October 2005 into their provisional recommendations for Bolton, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Stockport, Tameside, Trafford, and Wigan. At the same time, final recommendations were announced for the two constituencies in Bury.

10.
The inquiry will be conducted by the Assistant Commissioner, Mr Nicholas Elliott QC and will be held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Albert Square, Manchester. It will open on 31 October 2005 at 10.00.

31 October to 7 November 2005

This period has been set aside for the evidence in support of the submissions from the Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat Parties. 

8 and 9 November 2005

These days have been set aside for the Borough Councils to give evidence.

14 November 2005

This day has been set aside for other organisations and members of the public to give evidence to the Assistant Commissioner in respect of the constituencies proposed for the Boroughs of Bolton and Wigan. 

15 November 2005

This day has been set aside for other organisations and members of the public to give evidence to the Assistant Commissioner in respect of the constituencies proposed for the Cities of Manchester and Salford, and the Borough of Trafford.

16 November 2005

This day has been set aside for other organisations and members of the public to give evidence to the Assistant Commissioner in respect of the constituencies proposed for the  Boroughs of Oldham, Rochdale, Stockport, and Tameside.

17 November 2005

This day has been set aside for the Assistant Commissioner to hear the closing statements from the representatives of the Parliamentary political parties. 

11.
The Commission expect to announce their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioner’s report in April 2006. 

Enquiries

12.
Enquiries about timetable matters should be made to Bob Farrance, Secretary to the Commission (0207 533 5169). In his absence, please contact either Terry Bergin (0207 533 5170) or Glenn Reed (0207 533 5163).

13.
Any enquiries about procedural aspects of the on-going review areas should be made to those members of the Commission’s Secretariat listed below:-

	Chris Ault

0207 533 5174

chris.ault@ons.gov.uk


	Alan Bannister

0207 533 5147

alan.bannister@ons.gov.uk


	Gerald Tessier

0207 533 5173

gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk
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