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NEWSLETTER

No.2/2003                                 Issued: 15 July 2003 

GENERAL REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

The topics covered in this Newsletter are:-

a) Progress with the general review; 

b) Future groups of review areas;

c) Electoral Registration Officers; and

d) Enquiries.

a)
Progress with the general review

Group 8 – revised recommendations and final recommendations

1.
Following receipt of the Assistant Commissioners’ reports for the local inquiries that were held in January and February 2003, the Commission announced, on 11 June 2003,  the following decisions:- 

Derbyshire and Derby

Revised recommendations for four constituencies and final recommendations for seven constituencies.

Durham and Darlington

Final recommendations for all seven constituencies.

North Yorkshire and York

Revised recommendations for six constituencies and final recommendations for two constituencies. 

2.
The Commission expect to announce, in November 2003, their decisions about the representations received in respect of those constituencies where revised recommendations were announced.

Group 9 – local inquiries

3.
The Commission held local inquiries in February 2003 for the areas set out below:-

Gloucestershire;

Herefordshire;

East Riding of Yorkshire;

Kingston upon Hull;

North East Lincolnshire; and

North Lincolnshire. 

4.
The Assistant Commissioners who conducted the inquiries have now submitted their reports and the Commission expect to announce their decisions on 10 September 2003. 

Group 10 – local inquiries

5.
On 8 January 2003, the Commission announced their provisional recommendations for:-

Brighton and Hove, and East Sussex;

Oxfordshire; and

Suffolk.

6.
Representations received in respect of the provisional recommendations required that a local inquiry was held for each area. The local inquiries were held in June 2003 and the Assistant Commissioners are due to submit their reports before the end of October. The Commission expect to announce their decisions in respect of those reports in January 2004.

Group 11 – local inquiries

7.
On 12 March 2003, the Commission announced their provisional recommendations for:-

Bedfordshire and Luton;

Buckinghamshire;

Cheshire and Halton;

Milton Keynes; and

Warrington.

8.
The representations received in respect of the provisional recommendations require that local inquiries are held for each area. On 9 July 2003, the Commission announced they would be holding the following local inquiries:- 

Review area
Day and time
Location





Bedfordshire and Luton


Tuesday 28 October 2003 commencing at 10.00am. 
The Council Chamber, Luton Town Hall, George Street, Luton.

Buckinghamshire


Wednesday 15 October 2003 commencing at 10.00am.


The Aston Hall, Civic Centre, Market Square, Aylesbury.



Cheshire and Halton


Tuesday 11 November 2003 commencing at 09.30am.


The Council Chamber, County Hall, Castle Drive, Chester.



Milton Keynes
Friday 17 October 2003 commencing at 09.30am.
The Council Chamber, Civic Offices, 1 Saxon Gate East, Central Milton Keynes.



Warrington
Thursday 13 November 2003 commencing at 09.30am.
The Council Chamber, Town Hall, Sankey Street, Warrington.



Group 12 – local inquiries

9.
The Commission will consider the representations made in respect of their provisional recommendations, that were announced on 30 April 2003, when they next meet. They will announce on 10 September whether local inquiries will be held for:-

Devon, Plymouth, and Torbay;

Essex, Southend-on-Sea, and Thurrock; and

Kent and Medway.

Group 13 – provisional recommendations

10.
On 11 June 2003, the Commission announced their provisional recommendations for:-

Berkshire;

Cornwall;

Lancashire, Blackpool, and Blackburn with Darwen; and

Shropshire, and Telford and Wrekin.

11.
The one month period during which representations can be made will close on 19 July 2003. The Commission expect to announce on 29 October whether local inquiries will be required. 

Overall progress 
12.
Provisional recommendations have now been published for 361  constituencies – England currently has 529 constituencies. Of the 361 constituencies for which provisional recommendations have been published, a total of 240 have been announced as final recommendations.

13.
To date the Commission have held 61 local inquiries for the 70 review areas (counties, unitary authorities, and London boroughs) for which provisional recommendations have been published. Following the local inquiries, revised recommendations have been published for some constituencies in 31 review areas. The total number of constituencies for which revised recommendations have been published is 66. The Commission have not, so far, had any reason to published any modified recommendations. 

b)
Future groups of review areas

Groups 14 and 15 – provisional recommendations

14.
The Commission will announce their provisional recommendations on 10 September 2003 for:-

Group 14
Bournemouth

Cambridgeshire 

Dorset

Peterborough

Poole

West Sussex
Group 15
Leicester



Leicestershire



Norfolk



Rutland



Worcestershire

15.
The provisional recommendations for Group 15 are being announced nearly three months earlier than was originally planned. This has been made possible by the timely delivery of digital map data from Ordnance Survey and by the early submission of accurately revised 2000 electoral data for the new wards by the Electoral Registration Officers for each district contained in Group 15. 

Groups 16 and 17

16.
Subject to the provision of accurately revised 2000 electoral data, where it has not already been supplied by the respective Electoral Registration Officers, the Commission expect that the areas set out in the table below will form Groups 16 and 17.

Group 16
Cleveland and Redcar

Hartlepool

Middlesbrough

Stockton-on-Tees
Group 17
Merseyside

Knowsley

Liverpool

St Helens

Sefton

Wirral

17.
The Commission expect to announce provisional recommendations for constituencies in both of these Groups in February or March 2004.

c)
Electoral Registration Officers

18.
The Commission wish to take the opportunity provided by this Newsletter to advise the Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) for the local authorities listed below that their Secretariat will be contacting them during the second half of 2003 and early 2004 for the accurately re-based 2000 ward electorates that are essential for the timely completion of the fifth general review.

19.
Listed below are those councils who will be contacted from August onwards:-

Stockton-on-Tees
Merseyside

Knowsley

Liverpool

St Helens

Sefton

Wirral


West Yorkshire

Bradford

Calderdale

Kirklees

Leeds

Wakefield

West Midlands

Birmingham

Coventry

Dudley

Sandwell

Solihull

Walsall

Wolverhampton
Greater Manchester

Bolton

Bury

Manchester

Oldham

Rochdale

Salford

Stockport

Tameside

Trafford

Wigan

South Yorkshire

Barnsley

Doncaster

Rotherham

Sheffield
Tyne and Wear

Gateshead

Newcastle upon Tyne

North Tyneside

South Tyneside

Sunderland

20.
Should any Electoral Registration Officer want to discuss the Commission’s specific requirement ahead of receiving a request, please contact Gerald Tessier on 0207 533 5173 (direct line). Gerald can be contacted by e-mail at:-

gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk

d)
Enquiries

21.
Enquiries about timetable matters should be made to Bob Farrance, Secretary to the Commission (0207 533 5169). In his absence, timetable matters can be discussed with Terry Bergin (0207 533 5170) or Glenn Reed (0207 533 5163).

22.
Any enquiries about the on-going review areas should be made to those members of the Commission’s Secretariat listed in the table below.

Chris Ault

0207 533 5174

chris.ault@ons.gov.uk


Alan Bannister

0207 533 5147

alan.bannister@ons.gov.uk


Gerald Tessier

0207 533 5173

gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk



Bedfordshire

Cornwall

Devon

East Riding of Yorkshire

Kingston upon Hull

Luton

North East Lincolnshire

North Lincolnshire

Plymouth

Shropshire

Suffolk

Telford and Wrekin

Torbay
Blackburn with Darwen

Blackpool

Buckinghamshire

Derby

Derbyshire

Herefordshire

Kent

Lancashire

Medway

Milton Keynes

Oxfordshire


Berkshire

Brighton and Hove

Cheshire

East Sussex

Essex

Gloucestershire

Halton

North Yorkshire

Southend-on-Sea

Thurrock

Warrington

York
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