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NEWSLETTER

No.2/2000          Issued 2 June 2000 

GENERAL REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

Information booklet

1. As with previous general reviews of Parliamentary constituency boundaries in England, the Commission have decided to issue an information booklet to help make their work more widely known and understood.

2. The booklet is intended to assist those who wish to participate in the general review by outlining the rules which guide the Commission in making their proposals, and the procedures which the Commission are required to follow, to allow public debate on the proposals. The booklet also explains some of the more common problems encountered during reviews. These include the difficulties that can arise when the public do not take part fully in the debate on the Commission’s proposals.

3. The booklet has been distributed to all Members of Parliament representing English constituencies, the headquarters of the Parliamentary political parties, the House of Commons library, the Chief Executives of County, District, London and Metropolitan borough councils, all Electoral Registration Officers, and those on the Commission’s general distribution list. A copy of the booklet has also been placed on the Commission’s web site:-

www.statistics.gov.uk/other_activities/pbc.asp

4.  Should further copies of the booklet be required, they can be obtained, free of charge, from Mrs Maria Shersby who can be contacted on 020 7533 5134. Alternatively she can be contacted by e-mail (maria.shersby@ons.gov.uk) or by writing to the address at the foot of this Newsletter.

Provisional publication timetable

5. In Newsletter No.1/2000 issued on 22 February 2000, it was confirmed that the Commission’s recommendations would take account of the new wards resulting from the Periodic Electoral Reviews being conducted by the Local Government Commission for England. Since that time, many enquiries have been received about when individual counties or London boroughs will be reviewed by this Commission.

6. To assist the review process, a list of the first three groups of areas to be reviewed, and the dates on which provisional recommendations are expected to be published, is set out below.

Group 1 

(published 1 June 2000)

Hertfordshire

Lincolnshire

Northamptonshire
Group 2 

(to be published 6 July 2000)

Bath and North East

   Somerset

Bristol

Cumbria

North Somerset

Somerset

South Gloucestershire
Group 3

 (to be published 6 July 2000)

Isle of Wight

Northumberland

Surrey

7. As the general review advances, further Newsletters will be issued to report on the progress made with each area and key dates for those areas. Further groups of areas will also be announced together with the expected dates for the publication of the provisional recommendations.

8. Any enquiries about timetable matters should be made to either Terry Bergin (020 7533 5170) or Glenn Reed (020 7533 5163). Alternatively they can be contacted by e-mail on terry.bergin@ons.gov.uk or glenn.reed@ons.gov.uk or by writing to the address at the foot of the front page of this Newsletter.

9. A copy of this Newsletter has been placed on the Commission’s web site. 
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