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NEWSLETTER

No.1/2003                                 Issued: 26 March 2003 

GENERAL REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

The topics covered in this Newsletter are:-

a) Progress with the general review; 

b) Future groups of review areas;

c) Electoral Registration Officers;

d) Supply of electoral registers; and 

e) Enquiries.

a)
Progress with the general review

Group 7 – final recommendations

1.
The Commission announced final recommendations on 19 March 2003 for those constituencies in Hampshire and Southampton, Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent, and Nottinghamshire for which they had published revised recommendations on 28 November 2002.

Group 8 – local inquiries

2.
Local inquiries were held in late January and early February 2003 for Darlington and Durham, Derby and Derbyshire, and North Yorkshire and York. The Commission expect to announce their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioners’ recommendations in June 2003. 

Group 9 – local inquiries

3.
Local inquiries were held in February 2003 for Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, the East Riding of Yorkshire, Kingston upon Hull, North East Lincolnshire, and North Lincolnshire. The Commission expect to announce their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioners’ recommendations in September 2003. 

Group 10 – provisional recommendations

4.
The Commission announced provisional recommendations for the review areas of Brighton and Hove and East Sussex, Oxfordshire, and Suffolk on 8 January 2003. The Commission will announce whether local inquiries are required for these areas on 16 April 2003. 

Group 11 – provisional recommendations

5.
The Commission announced provisional recommendations for Bedfordshire and Luton, Buckinghamshire, Milton Keynes, Cheshire and Halton, and Warrington on 12 March 2003. The period during which representations may be made will close on 27 April 2003. 

Group 12 – provisional recommendations

6.
The Commission will announce provisional recommendations for Devon, Essex, Kent, Medway, Plymouth, Torbay, Southend-on-Sea, and Thurrock on 30 April 2003. 

b)
Future groups of review areas

Groups 13 and 14

7.
Subject to the provision of accurately revised 2000 electoral data, where it has not already been supplied, by the respective Electoral Registration Officers, the Commission expect that the review areas set out below will form Groups 13 and 14.

Group 13
Berkshire

Blackburn with Darwen

Blackpool

Cornwall

Lancashire

Shropshire

Telford and Wrekin
Group 14
Bournemouth

Cambridgeshire

Dorset

Peterborough

Poole

West Sussex

8.
The Commission expect to announce provisional recommendations for constituencies in Group 13 in June 2003 and for Group 14 in October 2003.

c)
Electoral Registration Officers

9.
The Commission wish to take the opportunity provided by this Newsletter to thank those Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) who have provided them with accurately re-based 2000 ward electorates. For those EROs who have yet to be contacted for revised 2000 electoral figures, the Commission have listed below those district and borough councils and unitary authorities whom their Secretariat will be contacting during 2003 and early 2004:-

Hartlepool

Stockton-on-Tees

Greater Manchester (all boroughs)

Merseyside (all boroughs)


South Yorkshire (all boroughs)

Tyne and Wear (all boroughs)

West Midlands (all boroughs)

West Yorkshire (all boroughs)



d)
Supply of electoral registers

10.
In accordance with Regulation 101 of The Representation of the People Regulations 2001, each district council in England is required to supply the Boundary Commission for England with a copy of their full electoral register. The Commission wish to thank all those councils who have supplied them with a copy of their 2003 register. 

11.
When the next annual update of the electoral register is published in December 2003, an electronic copy should be sent to the Commission by e-mail to:-

gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk

12.
An electronic copy may also be supplied on floppy disk or compact disc. If this method is used the copy should be addressed to Gerald Tessier using the address at the foot of page 1 of this Newsletter.

e)
Enquiries

13.
Enquiries about timetable matters should be made to Bob Farrance, Secretary to the Commission (0207 533 5169). In his absence, timetable matters can be discussed with Terry Bergin (0207 533 5170) or Glenn Reed (0207 533 5163). Any enquiries about the ongoing review areas listed below should be made to:-

Chris Ault

0207 533 5174

chris.ault@ons.gov.uk


Alan Bannister

0207 533 5147

alan.bannister@ons.gov.uk


Gerald Tessier

0207 533 5173

gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk



Bedfordshire

Darlington

Devon

Durham

East Riding of Yorkshire

Hampshire

Kingston upon Hull

Luton

North East Lincolnshire

North Lincolnshire

Plymouth

Southampton

Suffolk

Torbay
Buckinghamshire

Derby

Derbyshire

Herefordshire

Kent

Medway

Milton Keynes

Oxfordshire

Staffordshire

Stoke-on-Trent
Brighton and Hove

Cheshire

East Sussex

Essex

Gloucestershire

Halton

North Yorkshire

Nottinghamshire

Southend-on-Sea

Thurrock

Warrington

York
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