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NEWSLETTER

No.2/2004                                 Issued: 20 July 2004 

GENERAL REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

The topics covered in this Newsletter are:-

a) Progress with the general review; 

b) Correction to the Electoral Quota; and

c) Enquiries.

a)
Progress with the general review

Group 11 – Commission’s decision

1.
The Commission’s decision in respect of the representations received in respect of the revised recommendations for Cheshire and Halton will be announced on 15 September 2004.

Group 12 – local inquiries

2.
Following receipt of the Assistant Commissioners’ reports for the local inquiries that were held in November and December 2003, the Commission announced, on 26 May 2004, the following decisions:-

Devon, Plymouth, and Torbay

Revised recommendations for seven constituencies and final recommendations for the other five constituencies.

Essex, Southend-on-Sea, and Thurrock

Revised recommendations for eight constituencies and final recommendations for the other ten constituencies.

Kent and Medway 

Revised recommendations for ten constituencies and final recommendations for the other seven constituencies.

3.
The Commission will annnounce decisions in respect of the representations made about the revised recommendations in late November 2004.

Group 13 – local inquiries

4.
The Commission will announce their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioners' reports for the local inquiries in Berkshire, Cornwall, and Lancashire (and Blackburn with Darwen, and Blackpool) on 8 September 2004. 

Group 14 – local inquiries

5.
The Commission will announce their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioners' reports for the local inquiries in Cambridgeshire (and Peterborough), Dorset (and Bournemouth, and Poole), and West Sussex on 15 September 2004.

Group 15 – local inquiries

6.
The Commission will announce their decisions in respect of the Assistant Commissioners' reports for the local inquiries into the three constituencies in the City of Leicester, the Blaby county constituency (Leicestershire), Norfolk, and Worcestershire on 8 September 2004.

Group 16 – local inquiry

7.
On 23 June 2004, the Commission announced that a local inquiry would open on 13 September to consider the provisional recommendations for Middlesbrough, Redcar and Cleveland, and Stockton-on-Tees. At the same time it was confirmed that the provisional recommendations for Hartlepool would be made final. 

Group 17 – local inquiry

8.
On 23 June 2004, the Commission announced that a local inquiry would open on 6 September to consider the provisional recommendations for Merseyside. 

Group 18 – provisional recommendations

9.
On 5 May 2004, the Commission announced their provisional recommendations for the West Midlands. The period during which representations could be made closed on 20 June 2004. The Commission expect to announce in early November whether local inquiries will be held. 

Group 19 – provisional recommendations

10.
The Commission will announce their provisional recommendations for South Yorkshire on 8 September 2004. The period during which representations can be made will close on 29 October 2004. 

11.
Please note that Newsletter No.1/2004 dated 8 April 2004 confirmed that Group 19 would be West Yorkshire and that Group 20 would be South Yorkshire. For operational reasons, it became necessary to switch the order in which South Yorkshire (now Group 19) and West Yorkshire (now Group 20) would be considered.

Group 20 – provisional recommendations

12.
The Commission will announce their provisional recommendations for West Yorkshire on 15 September 2004. The period during which representations can be made will close on 29 October 2004. 

Group 21 – provisional recommendations

13.
The Commission expect to announce their provisional recommendations for Tyne and Wear in early December 2004. 

Group 22 – provisional recommendations

14.
The Commission expect to announce their provisional recommendations for Greater Manchester in early March 2005.

b)
Correction to the Electoral Quota
15.
Paragraph 8(a) of Schedule 2 to the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 defines the expression electoral quota  as meaning “ ….. a number obtained by dividing the electorate for that part of the United Kingdom by the number of constituencies in it existing on the enumeration date.”. The enumeration date is the date on which the general review formally commences.

16.
In their information booklet “The Review of Parliamentary Constituencies in England (2000)”, the Commission confirmed the electoral quota for the fifth general review, which formally commenced on 17 February 2000, as 69,932. This figure was obtained by dividing the then electorate of England (36,994,211) by the existing number of constituencies (529). Following publication of the information booklet, the Commission were notified of errors in the electoral returns from two London Boroughs that increased the electorate of England to 36,995,157 and had the effect of increasing the electoral quota marginally to 69,934: the figure shown in more recent issues of the booklet.

17.
It has now come to the attention of the Commission that the 2000 electoral return from Wakefield Borough Council contained an error which resulted in an undercount of 338 electors. Although this error, too, will barely affect the electoral quota, the Commission consider that it  should be taken account of. As a result, the total electorate of England for the purpose of the fifth general review will be revised upward from 36,995,157 to 36,995,495. That revision of the total electorate results in an increase of one in the electoral quota for the review from 69,934 to 69,935.

18.
This very minor, and final, revision of the electoral quota does not affect the allocation of constituencies to those areas already considered by the Commission and does not affect the provisional recommendations they have already published. The new electoral quota will be the one used by the Commission when they formulate future proposals for the four Metropolitan Counties for which provisional recommendations have yet to be published.
19.
The Commission regret that it has been necessary to make these minor adjustments to the electorate and to the electoral quota for the reasons stated. 
c)
Enquiries

20.
Enquiries about timetable matters should be made to Bob Farrance, Secretary to the Commission (0207 533 5169). In his absence, timetable matters can be discussed with Terry Bergin (0207 533 5170) or Glenn Reed (0207 533 5163). Any enquiries about the on-going review areas should be made to those members of the Commission’s Secretariat listed in the table below.

Chris Ault

0207 533 5174

chris.ault@ons.gov.uk


Alan Bannister

0207 533 5147

alan.bannister@ons.gov.uk


Gerald Tessier

0207 533 5173

gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk
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