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NEWSLETTER

No.1/2004                                 Issued: 8 April 2004 

GENERAL REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

The topics covered in this Newsletter are:-

a) Progress with the general review; 

b) Future groups of review areas;

c) Electoral Registration Officers;

d) The naming of constituencies; and

e) Enquiries.

a)
Progress with the general review

Group 9 – final recommendations

1.
Final recommendations for Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, East Riding of Yorkshire, Kingston upon Hull, North East Lincolnshire, and North Lincolnshire were announced on 7 January 2004. 

Group 10 – local inquiries

2.
Following receipt of the Assistant Commissioners’ reports for the local inquiries that were held in June 2003, the Commission announced, on 7 January 2004, the following decisions:-

East Sussex and Brighton and Hove

Revised recommendations for four constituencies and final recommendations for the other four constituencies.

Oxfordshire

Revised recommendations for two constituencies and final recommendations for the other four constituencies.

Suffolk 

Revised recommendations for two constituencies and final recommendations for the other five constituencies.

3.
The Commission will annnounce decisions in respect of any representations made about the revised recommendations on 21 April 2004.

Group 11 – local inquiries

4.
The Commission held local inquiries in October and November 2003 for the areas set out below:-

Bedfordshire with Luton;

Buckinghamshire;

Cheshire with Halton;

Milton Keynes; and

Warrington.

5.
The Assistant Commissioners who conducted the inquiries have now submitted their reports and the Commission expect to announce their decisions on 21 April 2004.

Group 12 – local inquiries

6.
The Commission held local inquiries in November and December 2003 for the areas set out below:-

Devon, Plymouth, and Torbay;

Essex, Southend-on-Sea, and Thurrock; and

Kent with Medway.

7.
The Assistant Commissioners who conducted the inquiries have now submitted their reports and the Commission expect to announce their decisions in late May 2004.

Group 13 – local inquiries

8.
The Commission held local inquiries in January 2004 for the areas set out below:-

Berkshire;

Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly; and

Lancashire, Blackburn with Darwen, and Blackpool.

9.
The Assistant Commissioners who conducted the inquiries are not due to submit their reports until April 2004. The Commission expect to announce their decisions on these reports in September 2004.

Group 14 – local inquiries

10.
The Commission held local inquiries in February 2004 for the areas set out below:-

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough;

Dorset, Bournemouth, and Poole; and

West Sussex.

11.
The Assistant Commissioners who conducted the inquiries are not due to submit their reports until May 2004. The Commission expect to announce their decisions on these reports in September 2004.

Group 15 – local inquiries

12.
The Commission held local inquiries in March 2004 for the areas set out below:-

Leicester and the Blaby county constituency;

Norfolk; and

Worcestershire.

13.
The Assistant Commissioners who conducted the inquiries are not due to submit their reports until June 2004. The Commission expect to announce their decisions on these reports in September 2004.

Group 16 – provisional recommendations

14.
On 10 March 2004, the Commission announced their provisional recommendations for Hartlepool, Middlesbrough, Redcar and Cleveland, and Stockton-on-Tees. The period during which representations can be made closes on 25 April 2004. The Commission expect to announce in late June 2004 whether local inquiries will be held. 

Group 17 – provisional recommendations

15.
On 10 March 2004, the Commission also announced their provisional recommendations for Merseyside. The period during which representations can be made closes on 25 April 2004. The Commission expect to announce in late June 2004 whether local inquiries will be held. 

Group 18 – provisional recommendations

16.
The Commission expect to announce their provisional recommendations for the West Midlands on 5 May 2004. 

Overall progress 

17.
Provisional recommendations have now been published for 430 constituencies – England currently has 529 constituencies. Of the 430 constituencies for which provisional recommendations have been published, a total of 282 have been announced as final recommendations, many of them following a local inquiry. 

18.
To date the Commission have held local inquiries for 91 of the 108 areas (counties, unitary authorities, and London boroughs) for which provisional recommendations have been published. Following the local inquiries, revised recommendations have been published for some constituencies in 38 review areas. The total number of constituencies for which revised recommendations have been published is 82. 

b)
Future groups of review areas

Groups 19 - 22

19.
Subject to the Orders that give effect to the new wards being made by the Electoral Commission and the provision of accurately revised 2000 electoral data, where it has not already been supplied by the respective Electoral Registration Officers, the Commission expect that the areas set out below will form Groups 19 to 22.

Group 19
West Yorkshire
Bradford, Calderdale, Kirklees, Leeds, Wakefield

Group 20
South Yorkshire
Barnsley, Doncaster, Rotherham, Sheffield

Group 21
Tyne and Wear
Gateshead, Newcastle upon Tyne, North Tyneside,

South Tyneside, Sunderland

Group 22
Greater Manchester
Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford,






Stockport, Tameside, Trafford, Wigan

20.
Subject to the supply of accurately revised electoral data, the Commission expect to announce their provisional recommendations for West Yorkshire in September 2004. Future newsletters will list the dates on which the provisional recommendations for constituencies in Groups 20 – 22 will be announced.

c)
Electoral Registration Officers

21.
The Commission wish to take the opportunity provided by this Newsletter to thank all Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) for their assistance during this general review: whether by supplying the re-based 2000 electorates for the new wards or by putting Commission documents on deposit for public inspection. This help is greatly appreciated by the Commission and their Secretariat and should help ensure the timely completion of the general review.

22.
Should any ERO want to discuss the Commission’s specific requirement for accurately re-based 2000 ward electorates, please contact Gerald Tessier on 0207 533 5173 (direct line). Alternatively, he can be contacted by e-mail at - gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk

d)
The naming of constituencies

23.
Throughout the general review, the Commission have been required to consider the naming of constituencies both when forming their provisional recommendations and when considering recommendations made by Assistant Commissioners following local inquiries. This has involved constituencies that have undergone a significant amount of change to their composition and constituencies where the degree of change has been quite small. There have also been some instances where the name of a constituency has required consideration because the local authority that formed a significant part of it, which was reflected in the name, was altered by the changes to the structure of local government in England that came into effect in April 1996. 

24.
In considering these matters, the Commission decided that the wording contained in their information booklet “The Review of Parliamentary Constituencies in England”, that was published shortly after the the announcement of the start of the general review, required some  clarification. They have amended the text. The new text, which appears in copies of the booklet that were printed in February 2004, is reproduced below:-

Nomenclature
9.
In making their recommendations, the Commission are also required by the Act to recommend a name and designation for each proposed constituency. The Act contains no guidance on these points.

10.
The Commission’s policy on the naming of constituencies is that when constituencies remain largely unchanged, the existing constituency name should be retained. Constituency names are likely to be altered only where there is good reason for change, e.g. where the renaming of a local authority area makes the name no longer appropriate. If the boundaries of a constituency have been redrawn to the extent that the existing name is no longer appropriate, or in the case of a new constituency, the Commission consider that the name should normally reflect the name of the district, borough or unitary authority wholly or principally contained in the constituency, though if a suitable alternative name is proposed that generally commands greater support locally than that proposed by the Commission, they will normally be prepared to recommend that alternative. The Commission adopt compass point names when there is not a more suitable name. The compass point may form either a prefix or a suffix to the name, depending on which seems more appropriate or euphonious in the circumstances of the particular case.

25.
If you require a copy of the updated information booklet, please contact Mrs Maria Shersby on 0207 533 5134.

f)
Enquiries

26.
Enquiries about timetable matters should be made to Bob Farrance, Secretary to the Commission (0207 533 5169). In his absence, timetable matters can be discussed with Terry Bergin (0207 533 5170) or Glenn Reed (0207 533 5163). Any enquiries about the on-going review areas should be made to those members of the Commission’s Secretariat listed in the table below on the next page.

Chris Ault

0207 533 5174

chris.ault@ons.gov.uk


Alan Bannister

0207 533 5147

alan.bannister@ons.gov.uk


Gerald Tessier

0207 533 5173

gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk
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