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Boundary Commission for England







1.
INTRODUCTION

This is the Publication Scheme for the Boundary Commission for England, drawn up under Section 19 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000
The Boundary Commission for England

The Boundary Commission for England are a body constituted under the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986, which, as amended by the Boundary Commissions Act 1992, requires the Commission to keep the parliamentary constituencies in England under continuous review and periodically (every 8 to 12 years) to conduct a general review of all the constituencies at the same time.

The Commission completed the fifth general review in 2006 and submitted their report to the Secretary of State at the Department for Constitutional Affairs on 31 October 2006. The report was subsequently laid before Parliament and an Order-in-Council enacting the new constituencies was made on 13 June 2007.

The Commission are currently undertaking interim reviews of a number of constituencies as a result of changes to ward boundaries following further electoral reviews by the Boundary Committee for England..

Members

The Speaker of the House of Commons is the ex-officio Chairman of the Commission. The Deputy Chairman is a judge of the High Court, appointed by the Lord Chancellor, who presides over the meetings of the Commission. There are two other Commission members appointed by the Secretary of State.
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The Secretariat to the Commission

The Secretary to the Commission is Mr Robert Farrance, appointed by warrant of the Secretary of State. The Secretariat is currently comprised of civil servants of the Office for National Statistics (ONS) and is based at ONS accommodation in London. From 1 October 2008, the Secretariat will be provided by civil servants of the Ministry of Justice.

Responsibilities

· Mr Bob Farrance, Secretary to the Commission, is responsible for the Publication Scheme on behalf of the Commission.

· Mr Glenn Reed, Deputy Secretary to the Commission, is responsible for implementing and maintaining the Publication Scheme on a day to day basis.

Mr Farrance and Mr Reed can be contacted at the address shown in the Contacts section at the end of this Publication Scheme.

The purpose and structure of the Publication Scheme

The purpose of this Publication Scheme is to set out:

· what information the Commission intends to publish as a matter of course;

· how the information will be published; and

· whether the information is available free of charge or on payment.

The classes of information that the Commission have committed to publish are shown under headings listed in alphabetical order and are followed by a brief description.

Exempt information

In all cases, publications exclude any information which is protected under the exemptions specified in the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  Where individual classes of information are subject to exemptions the main reasons are those of personal information under the Data Protection Act 1998 and the protection of commercial interests.

Additional copies and formats

Copies of this Scheme are available in large print and will be published in Braille and/or audiotape formats if required. The Commission will also consider requests for information to be published in other languages. Copies of the Scheme are available free of charge directly from the Commission and on the Commission’s website (details are in the Contacts section). 

2.
OBTAINING AND LOCATING PUBLICATIONS

The information in the classes that the Commission commit to publish under this Publication Scheme is available in several formats. All documents are available in hard copy and can be requested directly from the Commission at the address shown in the Contacts section. If you are unsure of what you require you should also contact the Commission directly at this address.

The majority of documents can also be accessed electronically via the Commission’s website  http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/default.asp HTML web pages, and/or Adobe Acrobat PDF files and/or Word documents.

To read PDF documents you will need Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is available free of charge on the Adobe website: www.adobe.com/ 

Where information is not available electronically this is clearly stated.

3.
COPYRIGHT

All Commission reports are subject to Crown Copyright. Material may be reproduced for personal or in-house use without formal permission or charge. Reproduction for sale or other commercial purposes is not permitted. For other use, or if in doubt, further information and guidance notes on publishing and copyright is available from:

The Stationery Office Licensing Division

St Clements House

2-16 Colegate

Norwich

NR3 1BQ

Telephone: 01603 621000

Website: www.tsoshop.co.uk/ 

The outline maps used in Commission documents are based on Ordnance Survey data and are subject to Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction will infringe Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Any person wishing to reproduce the outline maps should first contact:

The Copyright Office

Ordnance Survey

Romsey Road

Southampton

S016 4GU

Telephone: 023 8079 2929

Website: www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/ 

4. 
CHARGING POLICY 


Under the Commission’s Code of Practice on Public Access to Information there is a policy of charging no fee, or only a minimal fee, for the provision of information. Single copies of publications which are published directly by the Commission are therefore available free of charge. However, the Commission may wish to recover copying, postage and packaging costs where requests are made for multiple copies or for a number of publications.

5.
CLASSES OF INFORMATION THE COMMISSION COMMITS TO PUBLISH

Highlighted items have not previously been published.

i.
Background information and guidance

The Review of Parliamentary Constituencies in England
Description: 
Background to the work of the Commission, the rules under which the Commission are required to operate and the procedures involved in reviewing parliamentary constituencies.

Availability:
Post; Website www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/default.asp 

Cost:
None

Notes:
A shorter Question and Answer leaflet is also available on the Website 


www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/downloads/bce_q&a.doc

Please note: the Commission’s report on the fifth general review report has been published by the Stationery Office and is available from the Stationery Office at www.tsoshop.co.uk/.    Maps showing the new constituency boundaries alongside the old boundaries can also be viewed at www.election-maps.co.uk/
ii.
Codes of Practice

Code of Practice for Commissioners
Description: 
A code upholding public service values of impartiality, integrity, objectivity and accountability.

Availability:
Post; Website www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/default.asp 

Cost:
None

Notes:
None


Code of Practice on Written Communication
Description:
A code upholding public service values for the commission’s consultation with interested groups and individuals. 
Availability:
Post; Website www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/default.asp 

Cost:
None

Notes:
None

Code of Practice on Access to Government Information (Section Edition 1997)
Description:
A code upholding the Government’s policy under the Citizen’s Charter of extending access to official information. 
Availability:
Post; Website www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/default.asp 

Cost:
None

Notes:
None

iii.
Commissioners

Register of Commissioners’ interests
Description: 
A register of companies, trusts, partnerships, non-profit making organisations (e.g. charities, housing associations) or public bodies to which a Commissioner may belong or hold an interest.

Availability:
Post; Website www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/default.asp 

Cost:
None

Notes:
None

iv.
Local inquiry records and documents

Inquiry statements, verbatim transcripts and Assistant Commissioners’ reports
Description: 
Statement on the purpose and conduct of the local inquiry, verbatim transcripts of the proceedings and the report submitted by the Assistant Commissioner making his or her recommendations after analysing all the evidence presented. All documents are listed under the appropriate review area.

Availability:
Post; Website www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/default.asp 

Cost:
None

Notes:
None

v.
Newsletters

Description: 
Further information and guidance issued throughout the course of general and interim reviews of parliamentary constituencies.

Availability:
Post; Website www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/default.asp 

Cost:
None

Notes:
None

vi.
Press Notices and News Releases

Description: 
Notices appearing in local papers publicising the Commission’s recommendations and announcing local inquires. News releases with maps and more detailed explanations of the Commission’s recommendations in each review area. 

Availability:
Post; Website www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/review_areas/default.asp 

Cost:
None

Notes:
None

vii.
Annual Reports

Description: 
An annual report of the Commission’s activities and expenditure during the previous year.

Availability:
Post; Website www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/general_info.asp 

Cost:
None

Notes:
None

viii.
Review Publications

Provisional, revised, modified and final recommendations for parliamentary constituencies
Description: 
Details of the Commission’s recommendations and decisions for each review area and the accompanying maps which are placed on deposit for inspection by interested parties, and which are published by means of Press Notices and News Releases.

Availability:
Post; Website www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/review_areas/default.asp 

Cost:
None

Notes:
None

ix.
Representations and submissions

Description: 
Representations received from the political parties, local authorities, members of the public and other interested parties with regard the Commission’s recommendations and decisions. 

Availability:
Post 
Cost:
None

Notes:
Summaries of representations are available on the Website www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/review_areas/default.asp Copies of individual representations are only available in hard copy by post. 
6.
CONTACT POINTS

Publications

Copies of the Boundary Commission for England’s publications can be accessed directly from the Commission’s website www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/default.asp 

Requests for hard copies of the Commission’s publications should be directed to:

Boundary Commission for England

Zone D1/02

1 Drummond Gate

London

SW1V 2QQ

Telephone: 020 7533 5177

Fax: 020 7533 5176

E-mail: bcomm.england@ons.gov.uk 

Feedback, questions and further information

It is important to the Commission that their Publication Scheme meets your needs. Suggestions to include additional classes of information, or how the published information might be made more accessible, are welcome.

Any questions, comments or complaints about this Scheme should be sent to:

Mr Bob Farrance

Secretary

Boundary Commission for England

Zone D1/02

1 Drummond Gate

London

SW1V 2QQ

Telephone: 020 7533 5169

Fax: 020 7533 5176

E-mail: bcomm.england@ons.gov.uk 

Requests for Unpublished Information

Information held by the Commission that is not published can be requested. Requests should be made to the Secretary to the Commission at the above address.

Complaints about the Commission

Complaints about the operation of the Commission’s Publication Scheme or regarding the provision of information should be made to the Secretary to the Commission at the above address.

The Information Commissioner
If you would like further information on the Freedom of Information Act or Publication Scheme in general you should contact the Office of the Information Commissioner at the address below:
The Information Commissioner

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Telephone: 01625 545745

Fax: 01625 524510

Email: notification@ico.gsi.gov.uk
Website: www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts1998/ukpga_19980029_en_1 

The Hon. Mr Justice Sullivan


Deputy Chairman





Mr Robin Gray


Commissioner





Mr Michael Lewer, CBE, QC


Commissioner





The Rt. Hon Michael Martin MP Speaker of the House of Commons


Ex-Officio Chairman
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